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The Number; f Ships, Veſſels, Boats, and Men, employed; the Quan- 2 

tiry of Fiſh. caught, and Oil made that Year, at each of the different 
Ports, Harbours, and Bays, in Newfoundland, and the Iſles adjacent. „ 
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FJ Tus unneceſſary to illuſtrate at this period the importance of 

the fiſhery at Newfoundland to Great Britain: It is ſufficient 
to obſerve, that the commercial and political advantages which 
reſult from it are innumerable; and that, conſidering it as a 
nurſery for ſeamen, as affording maintenance and employment 
to a number of induſtrious manufacturers and laborious poor, and 
finally, that it is a ſource of inexhauſtible wealth, every attention 
Soul be paid to it. and all poſble care taken to preſerve; and en- 
courage it. 

It has therefore been the invaftable policy of govern ment to 
provide for the annual return of the ſeamen and fiſhermen, and 
on no occaſion to conſider Newfoundland as a colony, nor to 
admit of its being cultivated. The act which was paſſed in the 
1oth and 11th of William and Mary, . To encourage the Trade 
<< to Newfoundland,” has ever fig thought ſufficient for that 
purpoſe; and the merchants and others concerned in the fiſhery 
have alſo been very well ſatisfied with the regulations which it 
provided for their oonduct and obſervance: but it was reſerved for 
the ingenuity of Sir Hugh Palliſer to diſcover, at the diſtance 
almoſt of a century, that this act was faulty and defective; re- 
preſentations were continually tranſmitted by him to the miniſtry, 
and it is, perhaps, from that time, he may Fu the foundation 
of that fortune which has raiſed him above the level, only to 
zender his diſgrace the more certain and conſpicuous. . 


„%  ADVERTILENENT: 


When America revolted from her allegiance, and manifeſted a 
defign to become INDEPENDENT, it was judged expedient to 
. reſtrain her from fiſhing on the Banks of Newfoundland ; and a 

bill was accordingly brought into parhament, to confine the right 
of fiſhing to his majeſty's ſubjects reſiding in the Britiſh dominions 
in Europe. | | 

The conſtruckion and management of this bill was principally 
ſubmitted / to Sir Hugh Palliſer, in conſequence of his having 
had the command at Newfoundland for ſeveral years, and on that 
account ſuppoſed to have acquired a thorough and competent 
knowledge of the fiſhery. It ſometimes happens, that Govern- 
ment is obliged to rely on the veracity of an individual, and on 
this occaſion. it was natural to apply to Sir Hugh Palliſer for in- 
His rank and ſituation gave him abundant opportunities to learn 
the true ſtate of this invaluable branch of national commerce; 
and from the whole of his conduct on that ſervice, it appears, 
that he was very careful and induſtrious to inveſtigate every par- 
ticular circumſtance relative to the fiſhery. It is therefore leſs 
aſtoniſhing, that he ſhould have been honoured with the entire 
confidence of miniſtry. It is only to be lamented, that the legi- 
{lature has been betrayed into the approbation of meaſures at once 
injurious to their country, and oppreſſive to individuals. 5 
The total excluſion of America from the fiſhery held out ad- 
vantages to the merchants at home, ſpecious and irreſiſtible: 
ſeveral of them were flattered by the idea of engroffing the 
whole of the Weſt India market, which till then had been ſup- 
plied from Boſton, and the northern colonies; who were con- 
ſidered as rivals, and of courſe deteſted. ö 
It is allowable to diſtreſs our rivals in trade, and this is the 
ſpirit of commerce: It is, however, worthy of obſervation, that 
monopolies are at once univerſally ſought after and reprobated. 
Me do not like to ſee our neighbours better off than ourſelves, 
and this is one of the characteriſtics of human nature. Hence it 
is, that the merchants who were prevailed upon to give their 
fupport to this bill, being blinded by intereft, were inattentive = 
a the 
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the e latent. milchiels, which, dit cohtdined, and which on a future 
185 were; 1 break, forth anddgperate to their Prejudice. The 
lpect, of in gelte Hain \renders.us indifferent to diſtant danger. 
1 1 uta ſhou 14 neither be neglected nor abandoned; 
Re erde age be -purived: thdugh thirty thouſand of our 
£1 Ma res expire famine in Indoſtan, or, Thrown - 4 1 E 
employ. in. Are left. tate dreadful alternative of ſtar = 
or 5 5 1 4 He agaya{t;thear country. It is neithe ivy in- 
9 Ton to. revert toxthe, bArhayitigs ofumy countrymen iniiAfia, 
nor te Framine. the equity; aud polichiibf the ſpreſeùt cortteſt with 
America. . lumanity Site atm a vbil onen the onä bund the 
le a e * decidg either dtheB cit tn isibertrt: Th 
e object of this drein CGG: to. parliament for the 
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the followihg daneben onl an act of 
their. nd, which. they, yoquettionably:runterded:rfor che en- 
coura E gen Opfer-. 10 Tart $36ulatcs 018 li 311301 91 
Sacred as it is the uty of a good citizen to reſpe& then laws 
oed in general; and of he d¹ country in! particular, I 
truſt that an e an will be allowed me in the preſent inſtance, 
and: Tha FORD ales he permitted to-contfider: Sir: Hugh Palliſer as the 
fole aut ie " ap4"contraver of thoſe clauſes, which the merchahts 
have un 5 22 lained, of, and for a repeal or at amend- 
| my 'of 3, t 7 wy petitioned the Houſe of Commons. 
do nb 10 159 to. 15 F e on the capacity or conduct of 
miniſters. hey, applied for information where they had a right 
10 expect they; might, fing, it a and. if they haue been impoſed 
upon, they, ans uptartunate,.. but not criminal. Sin Hugh Pal- 
| 17 e to N New foundl: id, with an unfavourable Opitien 
of- the merchants concemed in the, fiſhery ;: with am opinioft too 
1 115 have been juſt, and highly incompatible with the 
Wer 


nity 'of His  logal; character. Thus prejudiced, it is)fio- worider 

be ſha 1 00 with them, or that they fhould feſent his 

; Wich ranks of pegple- Were diſp leaſed; he - Was firſt 
tr ee e, than ↄppreſſvwe, and Gnally,:iidudulcusi] In preſcribmg | 


tötlie merchints what quantity, and What ſpecies of nnn 
they ſhould * their. ſervants. 


hats 58 5 


vi A D VE RTIS EME N I 
The novelty of this regulation was matte pr 
offence to all; but it enabled them k judge o political 
ciples,' and, while it proved an een 4 of 


r of fur rize ad 


laws and conſtitution - of his evuntr A ifeſted. : 3 Bi 
poſition to or wanton and tyraniioal, If hy "ha fe of! fleſſed· che 

means. mY 
How far a man ck ſuch ſentiments 3 18 entitled to a. ſeat. "Ty a 
free aſſembly, I ſhall leave to the deciſion of his conſtituents at 
the next Back election. Tranſcripts of this extraordinary 


mandate were ſent to the difforent ports and Harbours in New- 
foundland, a ptori  Oftiets 


ocompanied with pererny or its being 
immediately and punQually-complied with; but tend of 985 
 dience; 1 conternpt 3 a reception which 

it certainly 1 _ which — 1s due, to proclamations 
tend to eſtabliſh, an abſolute right of authority in an. man over 
| the multitude. $11 2 


Sir Hugh Palliser, poſſeſſed of the Genfdenee of the bini) 


and of parliament, was left at full HBerty tö inſert what Apes 
his ex Pcb might fuggeſt, for the better regulation of e 
fiſnery; and in order to render tlie bill th ttable, the } 8 
of it was followed by ſeveral 8 "ate F nworthy 


the munificence of a wealthy and <oiifnerclal wa oh, 15 &y 
are beneath the acceptance of the pooreéſt adventurer in The trade. 
From the poverty of the fumis bffered, orie Would irt gine th at it 
was a diſplay of the generoſity: ef all indrr iel, And not of A 
rich and potent kingdons, The 60 üUflties [conſe . Hoe 
never been thought worth p ſoing, "ne ey n Af Aer 
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conditions enjoined; and the Gffctlity ee 
them, would alone render thein — 5 atiexpre 81 de- 
to > why 


clares, that none but Brirzh-bulle vellots hall” He 0 
of the bounties; and when it wits — 414 Palliſer 
that moſt of the veſſels employ ed in the fith Jon antation- 

en 


buike, he a replied, tharit would de ſufficient the 
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ADVERTISEMENT vi 


and . ted by Britiſh ſabjefts 1 in the Britiſh dominions in 
Europe: but if he had been fincere, why was he not explicit ? 
The a; is poſitive, as all laws ought to be, leſt thoſe, who are 
entruſted with the execution of them, ſhould have an intereſt in 
explaining them. This proviſion would have created neither 
trouble nor difficulties; but Sir Hugh Palliſer was apprehenſive, 
perhaps, that, if the bill came — a particular and eritical en- 
amination, an oppoſition would be peg to ts and his egu 
and advice totally rejected. by 1 3&2 
That the fiſhery, is conſiderably. dr de 3 is 4 mak. dd 
diſputed. It 1 ſuffered from the calamities of war, as 
well as from the act paſſed in the year 1 7745 yet the one is only 
a temporary evil; but the other, unleſs repealed, remains, and 
muſt eventually and finally deſtroy it, by rendering the profe- 


cution of it e unprofitable to thade who: ac = 
to conduct it. 


From a ſtate of the fibery, which 1 have Labjoined to this pub- | 
 lication, it appears, that upwards of one 3 fail of bank- 
ing. veſſels were fitted put from the port pf St. John's in 1771; 
and the laſt year only eleven fail were: re for the banks, 
moſt of Which were taken vor pillaged by Privateers. A decreaſe 
of one lhundted failof. veſſels at one port is an alarmng circhm- 

ſtance, eſpedially as the outfit of each veffel, excluſive & the 
| hull, appears by the following eftimite to amount to two hun- 
dred and ſeven pounds, fifteen fhillings, and four-pence ; to which 
may be alſo added, the neceſſaries and tnanufactories requiſite for 
the ſeamen and fiſherthen! allowing each man, at 1 he loweſt N 
calculation, the ſum of four pounds ten f | 


ſhoes, linen and woollen Yloathin » Which He! Canes: ere 
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ER TISEMENT is 


2 Lag pes * fate of the Fiſhery, which is ſubjoined to 
theſe remarks, that there were 2288 boats or ſhallops fitted out, in 

1771, from „ ports, harbours, and 25 in and about 
Newfoundland ; ; and each ſhallop, on an average, is {wed to 
take in a ſeaſon three hundred quintals s of fifl | which p oduce 
thirty-ſix gallons. of oil, and to employ - ſeven filet.” In the ſame 
year we find 244 banking veſſels; and each banker, at the loweſt 
computation, takes ten thouſand quintals of fifh, and makes two 
tons of oil; but during the laſt year not above half the number 
of veſſels were ſent to the banks. The number of boats were 
alſo conſiderably diminiſhed, and conſequently there has been 
leſs demand for our manufactures at home, leſs fiſh and oil 
carried to market, and a number of men thrawn out of employ. 
The army and navy have indeed received them with open arms; 
but, when our manufacturers are forced to turn ſoldiers and 
ſallors, we have no great reaſon to be pleaſed with our fituation. 
A decay of trade preſages A decay of empire. It is commerce 
Which chas given Great Britain all her conſequence and grandeur; : 
it has been commerce alone which has. enabled her to eſtabliſh 
2 thority. in the four Aparters of the habitable globe, and 


rendered her . once the terrgr apd admiration of the world. It 


as therefore with infinite concern T found that this important 
E 


and invaluable; trade was ſo conſiderably diminiſpe and I truſt 
I-thall. not. be reproached with havin e with an indecent 
or intemperate warmth on a ſubject 15 intereſting to this country, 
eſpecially When the ,pccation of this extraordinary decreaſe is 
W and then perhaps even ir Hugh Palliſer, on whoſe 
conduct J have delivered my ſentunents 0 freely, may have reaſon 


to thank me for my moderation. 


"Unconnetted as J am with trade, it will poſlibly be ex pected 
that 1 ſhould account for the very active part which 1 have ken 
in a matter where Lan have no immediate intereſt ; and the ne- 
ceſſity of explaining the motives of my conduct is the greater, 
ſince occaſion may be taken to attribute them to the influence of 
party. It has, indeed, become faſhionable of late years to ſtig- 


matize as rebels, or at leaſt as — all thaſe who do not 
implicitly | 


Gt 
> .. 
Py 4 


3 ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 approve of the meaſures of government, as if the pre- 

ſent miniſters were at once omniſcient and infallible ; and that 

thqſe, who were not for them, muſt abſolutely as a natural con- 
ſequence be again them. - 

I do not wiſh to deny them thoſe divine attributes with which. 
their friends in the Ca of their zeal have ſo prodigally, and 

in my opinion ſo prematurely, complimented them ; but I think 

that a latitude, ſhould be allowed to us in politics as well as in 
religion, or the exerciſe of our patience will be as neceſſary as 
that of our faith. 

Ihe part, however, that I have taken ü Ben no cenſure either 
on miniſters or on parliament. The command at Newfoundland 
had been entruſted to a man who buſied himſelf in fancying he 
diſcovered a! which in | fact never exiſted, in ten fault where 


ry. 
Sir Hug ch Palliſer 8 1 rag.” The 1 tereſt weich * 
every chriz of this country has, or ought te have, in the 
preſervatiom of its commerce, would alone have Juſtified my. com · 


A liſt of ſhips which arrived at the Port of St. John' s, in N ewfoundland, 

with the imports of rum and molaſſes, and the exports of fiſn, from 
the above port, for the years 77 and 1977+" Extracted. from mg 
cuſtom-houſe account. 


* 
> « 


| Years. |! TF Ships: - 3 Aid 1 r 11 
— 1 No.] Tonnage. | Gallons. | Gallons. | iel. 
| 17970 | 178 | ,12,498. | 197,770 | 60,439 207,793 
. 24777 144 — 2 | 83,204 2549 68 | 201,114 
Decreaſe only. 4: i [of oy P 
in one year of 34 | 2,288 | 14,566 457071 6,679 
at one port. e Pe: Da 12 
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ADVERTISEMENT A 


municating the ſituation of the trade to his majeſty's miniſters ; 
but the following application from the merchants finally deter- 
mined me; and if I have been zealous and indefatigable in bring- 


ing this buſineſs before parliament, it is becauſe I am an impla- 
cable enemy to every ſpecies of oppreſſion and injuſtice, and wiſh. 
to ſee the fiſhery carried on with its former vigor and proſperity. 


„L E. TB; 1 


SIR, | | St. John's, Aug. 1, 1778. 


The merchants and others engaged in the fiſhery at New- 
foundland, having reſolved to tranſmit a. memorial to the right 
honourable Lord George Germaine, ſetting forth the many op- 


preſſions to which they are expoſed ;:and as they are informed, 


that you mean to embark the firſt opportunity for England, I 


am directed to enquire if you will do them the favour.to-preſent 


it-to his lordſhip. on your arrival in London. . 
| * Lhave the honour to be, Sin; 
8 Vour very humble ſervant, 
rb $1 5 4 Joun Ros, junior. 
Mr, Wm. Aus. MILES. Ml. n 
0 


F 8 
I ſhould ill deſerve the confidence which you offer to repoſe in 
me, if I was to, heſitate a moment on the ſubje& of your letter, 


dated the 1ſt inſtant. You will therefore do me the favour to 


aſſure the merchants and others, concerned in the Newfoundland 
fiſhery, that I will very chearfully charge myſelf with their 
memorial, and preſent it to Lord George Germaine immediately 


| JOS 4 9 | 


. We take the liberty 


ani ADVBRTISEMENT, 


after y arvival in London, where, if I can be of any "iis 
#evvice to ithe tratle, 1 hope * wall I me, Wee 


1 $2 
AAR) 


7F Have the hetour n . 
our moſt obedient humble e 


St. John's Harbour WII. Avous rus Mir. Es. | 
_ Avnguſt 2, 1778. | 


4 N 
* 8 * 4 


To Mr. * Roonns, Junior. 


12 1 2 III. 


Sis, . 5 St. John's, 5th Avg. 1776. 
The readineſs with which ; have undertal 
memorial to the right honourable 2 


to ee vourigeneroſity, 
by requeſting you to deſcribe to his lordſhi the deplorable 
and melancholy ſtate of the N Hihery at preſent ; 


and that you will alſo take ſuch meaſures on your arrival in 


England, as yon may judge neceſſary for the relief of ** 
8 ; wiſhing you a pleaſant and expeditious aſſa 5 
Europe. We have the honour to remain, in behalf of on ourle tes N 


and the reſt of the memorialiſts, 


our moſt obliged, GO 
and moſt obedie 


ſervants, 


Joux Rockis, junior 1 
_ Avex Menus. 
San. "ns. 


1. 1. WI. abe, Manas, 
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3 5 1 8 General Scheme of the FISHERY and INHABITA! 
| Great and | Trepaſſey | Ferrylind,|BayofBulls,] St. John's, | Harbor of Trinity, Old[Bayof Bona- 
VVT | JAS. Little and | 1 | Wiclels [5 e. Grace, co Pallas, villa, Keel 8 1. 
| $7 Ver lee gi N. N FX and i Bay, boy ; bonier 2 and g b ur Tutting 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ACT. 


HAT, from and after the Firſt 
Day of January, One thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſix, 
the reſpective Bounties herein-after 


mentioned ſhall be paid and allowed 


annually, for Eleven Years, for a 
certain Number of Ships or Veſſels 
employed in the Britiſh Fiſhery on 
the Banks of Newfoundland, under 
the Limitation and Reſtrictions here- 
in- after expreſſed ; that is to ſay, 
ſuch Veſſels ſhall appear by their 
Regiſter to be Britiſh built, and 
owned by His Majeſty's Subjects 
reſiding in Great Britain or Ireland, 
the Hands of Guernſey, Jerſey, or 

an; 


RE MARE I, 


H E conditions annexed to 


this clauſe render it en- 


tirely uſeleſs, as moſt of the 


veſſels employed in the fiſhery 
at Newfoundland are planta- 


tion-built; and when this was 


mentioned to Sir Hugh Palliſer, 


he replied, that the clauſe would 


have a liberal conſtruction, and 
that no diſtinction ſhould be 


made, provided the veſſels were 


owned and navigated by Britiſh 
ſubjects reſiding in Great Bri- 


tain. This promiſe of in- 


B daulgence, 


2 
% 


ABSTRAC T. 


Man; and be of the Burthen of 


Fifty Tons or upwards, and navi- 


gated with not leſs than fifteen Men 
each, three-fourths of. whom, be- 


fans THE Maſter, ſhall be His Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects; and in other re- 
ſpects qualified, and ſubject to the 


yon Rules and Reſtrictions as are 


deſcribed by an Act, made in the 
Tenth and Eleventh. Yeats of the 


Reign of the late King William the 
Third, intituled, An Act to encourage 


the Trade 10 Newfoundland, and 


ſhall be fitted and cleared out: from 
fome Port in Great Britain after- 


the ſaid Firſt Dav of January, 
thouſand ſeven hundred 
venty-fix, and after that Day in 


One 


each ſucceeding. Year, and ſhall 
proceed to the Banks of Newfound-- 


land; and having catched a Cargo 
of Fiſh upon thoſe Banks, con- 
ſiſting of not lefs than Ten Thou- 
fand Fiſh by Tale, ſhall land the 
ſame at One of the Ports on the 
Southern or Eaftern Side of the 
Iſland of Newfoundland between 
Cape Ray and Cape de Grat, on or 
before the Fifteenth Day of 7uly 
in each Tear; and fhall make One 


more Trip at leaſt to the faid Banks, 


and return with another Cargo-- of 
Fiſh catched there 10 the fame Port; 
in which Caſe, the Twenty- Ge 
Veſſels firſt arriving at the ſaid 
Wand of Newfoundland, from the 
Banks thereof, with a Cargo of 
Fiſh catched there, conſiſting of 
Ten Thouſand Fiſh by Tale at the 


teaſt, and after — che ſame at 


One 


„ 


= ſe-. 


REMARK... 


dulgence, contrary to the di- 
rect letter of the law, was 
neither modeſt nor ſincere, but 
appears to have been intended 


to prevent any oppoſition. from 
the merchants. 


With reſpect to the Bounties,. 


. they have never, except in one 


or two inſtances, been claimed; 

after which they were given up, 
as impracticable as well as in- 
ſignificant. The greateſt ſum 
allowed, does not exceed Fonrr 
PovNvs ; to obtain which, t is 


enjoined among other things, 


that the veſſels muſt be navi- 
gated by fifteen men, which 


are three more than are ever 
employed even in the largeſt 


veſlels, conſequently the wages 
and maintenance of theſe extra 


men would almoſt amount to- 
the whole Bounty, as will a 38 
by the following eſtimatee: 
Wages for three addi- 3 9 
tional men, at 71. each * 
. 0 o 


for the ſeaſon, - = 


| Proviſions for three men 


ow rſt May to the end 
ept. in all 153 days, 


rſs > lM -11 9 6 


9 


L. 32 9 6 


And after N incurred this 


expence, they are not certain of 
ſueceſs: But waving theſe ob- 


jections 


＋ 


ee os at, e 

| e 7! 7 | Wen 
One of the Ports within the Limits jections for a moment, and al- 
i " N Je, lowing thatthe balance amount-- 

all proceed again to tne laid © png tho} 1m g 4.5 ai 
Baka wad return to the faid Hand Oe 25 =D mend 7 * 
with another Cargo of Fiſh, ſhah ine MeTenants,. y et the diffi- 

tele en Fo” Pond arch 3» Culty of deciding to whon the 
be intitled to Forty Pounds each,” Cult) © 8 om the 
1 bounties are due, deſerves ſome 
conſideration; and this difficulty, which is far from being chi- 
merical, did not perhaps occur at the time of paſſing the Bill, 
though it would certainly have appeared and created innumerable 
diſſentions among the fiſhermen, if the bounties had held out- 
to them ſufficient encouragement. The trouble and ceremony, 
required in collecting them, has alſo contributed to render the 
clauſe uſeleſs.. The Act only admits the firſt twenty-five veſſels 
to claim the Forty Pounds; and ſuppofing this ſum to be a matter 
of temptation, we may reaſonably conclude, that a ſpirit of 
emulation would prevail among the maſters and crews of veſſels; 
and that, eager to ſerve their employers, they would endeavour: 
to get their cargoes, and arrive within the time preſcribed. Let 
us then imagine, that forty veſſels have caught the quantity of 
fiſh required (and this conjecture is far from being ſtrained, 
when it is recollected that the iſland till lately had between 
3 and 400 ſail of veſſels employed annually on the Banks); and 
that they have arrived at their reſpective ports in the night, 
and at the ſame time; how eis their right to the bounty to be 
decided? Ih the great zeal of theſe people to claim it, and 
apprehenſive of loſing it after all their labour and diſpatch, it is 
very poſſible that they may ante date their arrival. It is ſeldom 
that his Majeſty's ſhips are in any of the out- ports; nor are there 

officers appointed at all of them; and thoſe that are appointed 
are themſelves concerned in the fiſhery, or at leaſt-are 3 con- 
nected with it, as to have an intereſt in deciding partially, where 
a mater of doubt ariſes... The enraged maſter and his crew per- 
haps repair to a - magiſtrate, and make an affidavit of the time 
of their arrival, and of landing the fiſh ; and here is a door 
opened to perjury, with an invitation almoſt too ſtrong for vulgar 


* 


minds to reſiſt. 
Ma 


„ 


Animoſities 


C4) 
Animoſities and varrels, ariſing from jealouſy and envy, would 
alſo happen; and there is no anſwering for the diſcretion. and 
humanity of men, inflamed by diſappointments and acting under 


the influence of avarice, eſpecially of men in their ſituation of 
life, and in a country where 'no. regular. police has ever been 


eſtabliſhed for the preſervation of the peace of ſociety. Perhaps 


eighty or a hundred veſſels may 


be ready to puſh for the firſt 


bounty (I confine myſelf to the fl, as the others will not even 
defray the extra expences); and the half of them may probably 


laud hae fiſh at the ſame time. 


Vet it is evident, that twenty- 


five of them only can be intitled to the 40 J. and to whom can 
the right of priority be allowed, When all of them claim it? 


ABSTRACT. 


< And be it further enacted, by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That for the 
better Accommodation of the Per- 
ſons belonging to Veſſels employed 


in the Newfoundland Fiſhery, it 


ſhall and may be lawful for the 


Maſters and Crews belonging to 
any Veſſels fitted out and employed 


in that Fiſhery in purſuance of this 
or any other Act, to occupy and 
uſe, for the Purpoſe of curing, 


ſalting, drying, and husbanding 
their Fiſh, any vacant or void Space 
whatever on any Part of Newfound- 
land which is not then occupied 
and uſed for the ſaid Fiſhery, with- 
out any Let, Diſturbance, or Hin- 
derance, from any Perſon or Per- 
ſons whatſoever, although ſuch un- 
occupied Places may not before 


have been reputed Ships Rooms; 
and all ſuch unoccupied Places ſhall 


from henceforth be deemed and 


raken to be Ships Rooms, any 
Cuſtom or Uſage to the, contrary ; 


from its being equitable and juſt 


notwithſtanding.“ 


RE MARK II. 
This * clauſe excludes the 


heirs, executors, or aſſigns, of 


thoſe who may die in News- 
foundland from all right of 
property in the fiſhing rooms 


and habitations of which they 
may die poſſeſſed, if they ſhould 


remain unoccupied during One 
Seaſon; and as it may ſometimes 
happen, that their heirs, exe- 
cutors, or aſſigns, cannot poſ- 


ſibly go out to Newfoundland, 


or ſend out ſufficient authority 


to others, to act for them with- 


in the time preſcribed, the pro- 


perty ſo left becomes alienated, 
and the family, and the cre- 
ditors of the deceaſed (if he 
ſhould have died inſolvent), are 


liable to ſuſtain a conſiderable 


injury. The neceſſity therefore 
of enlarging the time ariſes 


that the property of the ſubje& 


ſhould be ſecured to ham. 


A B- 


1 


AB $TRACT. 


© And it is hereby further enac- 
ed, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


from and after the Firſt Day of 
September, 
hundred and ſeventy-five, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for any Perſon or 
Perſons to import into this kingdom 
any raw and undreſſed Seal Skins 
taken and caught by the Crews of 
Veſſels belonging to and fitted out 


either from Great Britain, Ireland, 


or the Iſlands of Guernſey, Jerſey, 
or Man refpe&ively, and whereof 


the Captain or: Maſter and Three- 


fourths at the leaſt of the Mariners 
are His Majeſty's Subjects, or by 
Perſons employed by the Maſters 
or Owners of ſuch Veſlels, without 
paying any Cuſtom, Subſidy, or 
other Duty for the ſame, any Law 


or Uſage to the contrary” notwith- 


1 
Provided always, That nothing 


in this Act ſhall extend, or be con- 


ſtrued to extend, to give Liberty of 
importing any ſuch Seal Skins Duty- 


free, unleſs the Captain or Perſon 


having the Charge or Command of 
ſuch Ship or Veſſel im 


ſame ſhall make Oath before the 


Collector or other principal Officer 


of the Cuſtoms at the Port of Im- 


portation (who is hereby authoriſed 
and re quired to adminiſter, ſuch 
Oath), 5 5 all the Skins imported 
in ſuch Ship or Veſſel were really 
and bona ſide the Skins of Seals 
taken and — by, the Crews 


thereof, 


One thouſand | ſeven 


_ veſlels, 


rting the 


REMARK III. 


The ſeals being caught in the 
winter, when no ſhips or veſſels 
can venture on the coaſt, ren- 
der it impoſſible that the maſters _ 
of them can take this oath with- 


out being guilty of perjury, as 
they are abſolutely required to 


ſwear that the ſkins on board of 


their veſſels were, bona fide, 


caught by the crews of their 
or by the crews of 
ſome other veſſels properly qua- 
lified. How can a man take 
this oath who has not wintered 
in Newfoundland? Vet the act 
requires that he ſhould. And as 


 Cuſtom-houſe oaths (as they are 


called in deriſion throughout 
the mercantile world) are diſ-- 
regarded, or at leaſt regarded 
only as matters of form, at 
once troubleſome and unneceſ- | 
fary ; they comply with the 


law, commit perjury without 


ceremony or reſerve, and when 
men become accuſtomed to trifle 


with oaths in one inſtance, their 
reverence and regard for them, 


in every other, will depend 


more upon their intereſt and. 
convenience, than 
; obligations of morality or re- 
ligion. Theſe obſervations. are 
not made for the purpoſe of 


upon any 


C _ cavib 


0 
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thereof, or by Perſons employed by cavilling, but merely to point 

the Maſter or Owner of ſuch Ship out the great danger to be ap- 
or Veſſel, or of ſome other e * prehended to morals and ſociety 
Veſſel ne 25 Aareſäd in having recourſe to oaths upon 


every oce aſion. 


Ss 


| AvsTRACT: hh Rumank TV. 


„ And whereas, in bern Att, This clauſe, which was cer- 
| me in the Eleventh and Twelfth tainly well. defi ned, has be- 


ears of William the Third, the come almoſt in ectual by the 
Eighth of George the Firſt, and Se- * 
eond and Twelfth of George the great advance of ſeamens Wages 


Second, Proviſion has been made and of proyiſions, which will 
to prevent Seamen and Mariners in not enable the owners of ſhips 
the Merchant Service being wilfully and veſſels to take paſſengers 
left beyond Sea, and to ſecure and home at the rate propoſed by 
provide for their return Home to parliament.— Indeed it is evi- 
ſuch Part of His Majeſty's Do- dent that they would loſe if 
minions whereto they belong : And they did; and as the clauſe 
whereas, for want of ſuch Pro- does not compel them, th ey 


viſions being extended to Seamen — 
and Fiſhermen going out as Paſ- have refuſed the forty ſhillings ;. 


ſengers to Newfoundland, and hired the conſequence of which will 
and employed in the Fiſheries car- be, that many of the fuſhermen 


ried on there, great Numbers of and ſeamen muſt remain in 
them remain in that Country at the Newfoundland, who would 
End of every Fiſhing Seaſon, who: agreeably to the intention of- 
would otherwiſe return Home, and bs 5 Ber ) have returned: 


ſome of them have — | 


Remathi of which Evil, be it enac- O 
ted, by. the Authority aforeſaid, That no IR or Perſons whiatſs- 
ever ſhall, from and after the Firſt Day of January, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſix, employ, or cauſe to be employed, at 
Newfouudland, for the Purpoſe of carrying on the Fiſhery there, any 
Seaman or Fiſherman 50 ing as Paſſengers, or any Seaman or Fiſherman 
vired t without rſt entering. into an Agreement or Contract in 

K | Writing, 


. 


Writing with every ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman, declaring. what Wages: 
ſuch Seamen or Fiſherman is to have, and the Time for which he ſhall 
ſerve, which ſhall be ſigned by both Parties; wherein it ſhall be ſtipulated 
(amongſt other Things) that the Perſon fo hiring or employing ſhall 
be at Liberty to reſerve, retain, and deduct, and he is hereby autho- 
riſed, required, and directed, to reſerve, retain, and deduct, ont of the 
Wages of every Perſon ſo hired or employed, a Sum of Money equal. 
te the then current Price of a Man's Paſſage Home, not exceeding Forty- 
Shillings for each Man, which Money ſuch Hirer or Employer ſhall, 
at the End of each Fiſhing Seaſon, or at the. Expiration of the coye- 
nanted Time of Service of ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman, pay, or cauſe to. 
be paid, to the Maſter of a Paſſage or other Ship, who ſhall undertake 
or agree to carry ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman Home tothe Country whereto 
he belongs, and ſhall alſo convey ſnch Seaman or Fiſherman to and on 
Board ſuch Paſſage or other Ship, taking the Maſter's Receipt for the 
Paſſage- money, which Receipt he ſhall immediately thereupon deliver to- 


ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman.“ 
ABSTRACT. 


„ And be it further enacted, by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That no 
Hirer or Employer of: any ſuch 
Seaman or Fiiherman ſhall pay or 
advance,. or. cauſe to be paid or 
advanced, to ſuch Seaman or Fiſh- 
erman, in Money, Liquor, and 
Goods, or either. of them,. during 
the Time he ſhall be in his Ser- 
vice, more than One-half of the 


Wages which ſhall at any Time be 


due to himy. but ſuch Hirer or 
Employer ſhall, and is hereby re- 
quired and directed, immediately at 
or upon the Expiration of every 


ſuch Man's covenanted Time of 
Service, to pay either in Money, 


or in good Bills of Exchange, pay- 
able either in Great Britain or Ire- 
land, or in the Country to which 


ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman belongs, 


the. 


REMARK V. 


This clauſe, which appears to 
have proceeded from the pureſt. 
benevolence, would have had 
more merit, if it had been dic- 


tated by candor and a ſpirit of 


Juſtice, inſtead of prejudice. Sir 
Hugh Palliſer regarded every 
merchant concerned in the- 
Newfoundland fiſhery as a con- 
ſummate knave; and, to the 
illiberality of this idea, he added 


the indecency of avowing it. 
This prejudice he pretended to 


juſtify by the iniquity of ſome 
individuals, who, in their ex- 


treme eagerneſs to improve their 
fortunes, manifeſted a total con- 
tempt of all decency and ho- 


; T. rap nd 1 
Juſtice: 


n 1 4 
* rau þ 2 ou $ 
. I OO Fn "FIR * — 2 - - 
* 8 ö "1 "F* — = wa. 1 


PO WII 


r oo opined AY. ne 
— - 188 Ar Sy. neo» — — 
— 


"a7 4 
W. e So" ne eee ARR: 


n 
„ — ne. 


r — > I * 
P 


wo DIS. % 
N 
, 


5. 2 4 — wwe.) fly 


ita. 7 
2 . 
1 


7 


ABSTRACT. 


the full Balance of his Wages, 
except the Money herein-before 


directed to be retained for his 
Paſſage Home; and it ſhall not be 
lawful for any ſuch Hirer or Em- 
ployer to turn away or diſcharge 
any ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman, 
except for wilful Neglect of Duty, 


or other ſufficient Cauſe, before 
the Expiration of his covenanted 


Time of Service; and in caſe the 
Hirer or Employer of any ſuch 
Seaman or Fiſherman ſhall refuſe 


or neglect to comply with any of 


the Terms herein- before mentioned, 
-or ſhall otherwiſe offend againſt this 
Act, every ſuch Perſon ſo offend- 


ing thall forfeit and pay, for every 
fuch : Offence, beſides the Balance 


that ſhall be due to ſuch Seaman 


or Fiſherman, the Money herein- 
before directed to be retained for 
his Paſſage Home, the Sum of Ten 


Pounds, to the Uſe of ſuch Per- 


{on or Perſons who ſhall inform or 


| ſue for the lame.“ 


oe 


8) 


REMARK, 


Juſtice were | indeed univerſally 
complained of, and furniſhed 


Sir Hugh Palliſer with an op- 
portunity to introduce this 
clauſe, which has more ſeverity 
than utility in it. It has, how- 
ever, anſwered his expectations; 
It has mortified and diſtreſſed 
the whole body of merchants ; 
but it has not relieved the fiſher- 
men and ſeamen, whoſe cauſe 
he would be thought to have 
eſpouſed. They are not ſe- 
cured from fraud ; their em- 
ployers are reſtrained indeed 


from advancing them 'above a 


certain ſum, but the huckſters 
and publicans reap the benefit 
of this reſtraint, by giving them 
unlimited credit, and obtaining 
their bills of exchange in the 
fall of the year, under the pre- 
tence of diſcounting them. It 
cannot be denied, but that tlie 


avarice 12 1 villainy of ſome-of the merchants required a check, 


more powerful than that of their conſciences: but this clauſe has 


only transferred the evil; it has not deſtroyed it. The publicans 
and huckſters ſhould alſo have been reſtrained from piving credit 
beyond a certain ſum ; and this would have effectually anſwered 


the humane intention of parliament, though it would not have 


correſponded altogether perhaps with the wiſhes of the gentleman 
who has the merit of having introduced the bill. | | 
But the difficulty of complying with this ed will beſt 


appear from an explanation of the engagements which the ah 
chants 


C b 


chants are- under the neceſſity of mak 2ople 7 
would, contrary. to the ee intention of the” Elke, 
be mth opprelſed, if the ſind _ of the wok was to be ob- 


ſerved. 
The fler being extenſive and; e a — ” ec 
Joi Ulery meer given for 


are employed, to whom from five to t 
the ſeaſon ; and if thoſe who en for the former ſum were 
to receive no more than the bal 2 what may be due to them, 
after deduQing what 1s * by the act De the t of 
their paſſage home, they could not poſſibly equip themſelves with 
ſufficient cloathing, and without which dloathing their em- 

loyers would be *. rived of their ſervice. The merchant there 
Pre muſt either 1 them with money, or furniſh them with 
cloathing, and in either caſe he violates the act, and ſubjects 
himſelf to the penalty of ten pounds; which ſum, as it affords 
a temptation to the profligate and indigent, may be _ for _ 

recovered. by the YAY Fm e * has affiſted. | 


ABSTRACT. 1 


. And be it küunber Pawel, by _ 125 
che Authority aforeſail, That all che 5 


iſh and Oil which ſhall be taken it appears to have been ditated 


RNA u. En 


and made by the Perſon or Perſons 
who ſhall bire or employ ſuch Sea- 


man or Fiſherman ſhall be ſubject 
and liable, in the firſt Place, to the 
Payment of the Wages of * 
ſuch Seaman or Fiſherman.” 


evident, that the ALERT 


and rigging 
fiſhery, and, 
a feamen and 'fiſhe 


. furniſhes the veſſel with fails 
—.— on her vo Er 
, with Rroniions * 515 maintenance * the 


by the fame ſpirit as. re- 
ceding one, without the _ 


plauſi llityc - That: the labourer 


1s worthy of his hire, is a truth 
as? evident! as any problem in 


Euclid; and it is to the full as 


with materials for the 


and who can Prove and receive 5 ſhillings in che pound, 
| whule 
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"ans MING | 
chaps eco charged» with "their witer ce, 6 that * 


: N clot pen happen: to che ſear en ak fhermen at 
ew fog nd;; even allowitig chat they loſe the, whole amount 
W at ng be due to them; Their Nen would not be 
tected,- nor their credit impaired: | "They, would: fuffer a tem- 
porary loſs, which they would not feel beyond the moment, 

except. they: had wives: and children to ſap rt. Beſides, this 
clauſe tends ta ennourage idleneſs nen, and Bas very 
frequently been product we of great inconveniences to their em- 
ployers. There are abundance of inſtances in which the fiſher- 
men have caught fiſh and oil fufficient to cover their wages, and, 

ſecured by this clauſe, have afterwards neglected the remainer of 
dhe ſcaſon-$\ infGIHEe: 700 has. been added to injuſtice, , and they 
have refuſed to ſaffer the fifh and oil to be taken out of ſtore all 


r ped Been paich or Feier, chan d tw their own fe- 
| tisfaction.. 5) cnt 
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ns The enk Piopblecl vy ie 
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Br of 8 (Jeltp of. the Fine, W 1 
ſhalf at an 10 5 8 N ny 
5 30: 7 ey 2 ſtead of N as a check 


to negligence, 401 neſs, and diſ 
without the Leave and 9 7575 £7 v of F: 
hib rer or Employer, 6 all Obecdienre, s — 


may com- . 
tbe true Intent and bine together, enting: 


aggordang” 
. K vch Contratſt or Agree - them ſe ves ten days from their 
he ſball for , every: Day: 50 duty 3 in the fiſhing ſeaſon, ruin 


5 11 } ' | | 


AzsTXACT, < 


ſhall fo abſent himſelf, or negle& 


or refuſe to work as aforeſaid, for- 
feit Two Days Pay to ſuch Hirer 
or Employer ; — if any ſuch 
Seaman or Fiſhermaw ſhall: wilfully 


abſent himſelf from his faid Duty 


or Employ for the Space of Five 


Days, without ſuch Leave as afore- 


ſaid, he ſhall be deemed. a Deſerter, 
Bs, ſhall forfeit wet ſuch. Hirer or 


Employer all ſuch Wages as ſhall 
at the Time of ſuch Heſertion be 


due to him (except ſo much as is 


herein · before directed to be reſerved 
and retained for the Purpoſe of 


paying his Paſſage Home) ; add ir 
hall. and may be lawful to and for 
the Governor of Newfoundland, or 


his Sur „or the Com 


of the Peace in Newfound 


more credible Witneſs or Witneſſes 
to commit Him to Priſon, there to 


remain until mal next Court of Seſ- 
1 


ſion which ſhall be holden in pur- 
ſuance of the Commiſſion of the 
ſaid Governor. for the Time being; 
and, if found "guilty of the faid 
Offence at ſuch Seſſion, it ſhall and 
may be lawful to and for the ſaid 
Court of Sefon to order fuel 
Deſerter to be publickly-whip 


order to his being: conveyed back 


Ew 


 tenkionof- tp egiſliture 


RRMAIE. 


„ 
remedy under the authority of 


the AM but the right of de- 


taining 
at the 


twenty days pay, which 
very utmoſt calculation 
cannot exceed three pounds.. 


'This ſum, it muſt be confeſled, 


can be no object of loſs or gain 
to either party; and as it does 


not afford a ſufficient recom- 
penſe for the in 


ury which an 
individual may ſuſtain, there 
ean be no doubt but the wiſdom 5 


and juſtice of parliament will. 
| 2 
ſecuring 

miſfery fraud and op 
of the Vice Admiraky Court 1188 f 
the Time being, or for any N 128 


rants to apprehend every doch De- 
ſerter; and on the Oath of One or 


the neceſſity of 
merchants — 
preſſion, as well 

as the ſeamen and fiſhermen 
5a are _ loyed by them. 
It is. alſo pr d, in the clauſe 


| — — that ſeamen” 
and fiſhermen fhall be deemed 
deſerters if they abſent them- 


ſelves;/five days from their em- 
ployers without leave; but this 
abſenee of five, days _— be im 
immediate fi „ which not 
only leaves the erehatits* of 
hirets of ſeamen or fiſhermen” 
expoſed to the fame injury as, 
before, but, alſo, te in ult,: as; 


ped a troublsſome ſoundrel has. it; 
as a Vagrant, and afterwards: to be 
put on board a Paſſage Ship, in 


in his power to evade the in- 
* e- 


| boy ingito his * therfourths 
o che Country, whereto he belongs. 


f w * Arth. 


l day, and abandoning ir 
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ABSTRACT. 


And be' it further Enacted, by 
the Anthority aforeſaid, That from 
and after the Firſt Day of January, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix, the Penalties and For- 
feitures inflited by any Act of Par- 
liament relating to the Trade or Re- 
venues of the Britih Colonies or 
Plantations in America, which ſhall 
de incurred in the ſaid land of 
Newfoundland, ſhall be ſued for, 
proſecuted, and recovered, in the 
Court of Vice Admiraltry having 
Juriſdiction in the ſaid Ifland, and 


in no other; and if any Perſon or 


Perſons ſhall think him or them- 
ſelves aggrieved by any Judgement, 
Sentence, or Determination, of any 
Court of Vice Admiralty, or other 
Court having Juriſdiction in New- 
foundland, upon any Suit or Proſe- 
cution commenced there for any 
Penalty or Forfeiture inflicted by 
any AQ of Parliament relating to 
the Trade or Revenues of the Britiſh. 
Colonies or Plantations in America, 
it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch 
Party to appeal from ſuch judge- 
ment, Sentence, or Determination, 
in the firſt Inſtance, io the proper 
Court of Admiralty in Great Britain, 
or to His Majeſty in Council; and 
that no Appeal ſhall in ſuch Caſe 
lie or be brought in any other 
Court or juriſdiction whatſoever, 
any Law, Cuſtom, or Uſage, to the 


contrary notwithſtanding.” t 
badneſs of the cauſe, and a merci 
auen ae, mp b.. truſt repoſed in 
may be made ſu 


_ xeſentments as well 


E 3 


N 


The 


bſervient to his prejudices, by 


ReManx VIII. 
- The judge of the vice admi- 


ralty court takes upon him to 
decide in all pleas, of treſpaſs 
and actions of debt contracted 


on ſhore as well as on board of 


ſhips; and on an affidavit being | 
made before a magiſtrate, he 


iſſues a warrant not only for the 
ſeizure of the property of the 


defendant, but for the ſale of it, 


to ſatisfy the demands of the 
plaintiff, and this even in the 
firſt inſtance without examin- 
ing into the truth or falſehood 


of the oath, the equity of the 


demand, or having the parties 
before him. . F 
: nd barrier which the 
conſtitution had provided for the 
ſecurity of property is entirely 


| deſtroyed, and an authority af- 


ſumed, incompatible with the 


| genius and equity of our laws. 


A field is at once opened for 
fraud and perjury on one ſide, 
and for oppreſſion and injuſtice 
on the x: ng and the more 


dan ger is to be apprehended 


from the uſurpation of this 
8 becauſe, no ſalary 

eing annexed to the office, 
the emoluments of it depend 
upon the fees, which may be 
proportioned to the goodneſs or 
ary or a needy man has an in- 
1 excluſive of which it 
adminiſtering to his 


as to his neceſſities or avarice. 


1 VS. 


63 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in 


Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants and Traders 
engaged in the Fiſhery at Newfoundland, and on the 


Banks thereof, on behalf of themſelves and others, 
concerned in the ſaid Fiſhery, 0 7 De PD 


Sheweth, 


That an act made in the 15th year of the reign of his preſent 


majeſty, intituled, An act for the encouragement of the 
« fiſheries carried on from Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh 


« dominions in Europe; and for ſecuring a return of the fiſher- 
„men, ſailors, and others, employed in the ſaid fiſheries, to 


« | the ports thereof, at the end of the fiſhing, ſeaſon,” has been 


attended with many hardſhips and inconveniences, .which your 


petitioners apprehend were not foreſeen at the time of paſſing the 
ſaid act, fome of which they beg leave to recommend to the at- 
tention of this honourable houſe, humbly concerving, that the 

need only be pointed out, in order to their being redreſſed: That, 


by the faid act, the heirs and aſſigns of your petitioners are ex- 
eluded from all property in their fiſhin 3 or, habitations 
beyond the expiration of one ſeaſon after the deceaſe of the pro- 


Prietor, if ſuch rooms or habitations remain unoccupied during 
that period; and your petitioners beg leave to obſerve, that it is 
ſometimes abſolutely impoſſible, and oftentimes. highly incon- 
venient, for ſuch heirs or affigns either to go themſelves to New- 
foundland, or to ſend ſufficient power to others to act for them 


o LY 
* 


within the eee ; and humbly apprehend, . the ſaid 


time ſhould be enlarged, or aboliſhed, in order more effectually 


to ſecure ſuch property to the heirs and aſſigns of ſuch pro- 
prietors:“ That, by the ſaid act, the hirer or employer of any 


ſeaman or fiſherman 1s prohibited from paying to fuch ſeaman or 


fiſherman, during the time he ſhall be in his ſervice, more than 


- one-half of the wages that ſhall at any time be due to him, under 


Pan 
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(6). 


ain of forfeiting ten pounds to any perſon whe ſhalt inform or 
* ot the ſame; which og Tn in the ſaid act cannot be com- 
plied with, without rattifeſt inconvenience, as your petitioners 


are under a N of engaging a variety of men and boys, to 


whom they from five potmds to thirty pounds, for the 
ſeaſon; 5 if thoſe who eontra& for the former ſum were to re- 


ceive no more than half of what may be due to them, after 


deducting what your petitioners — by dhe ſaid act) to 


detain for their paſſage home, they could not poſſibly equip them- 


ſelves with ſufficient cloathing, without which their employers 


would be deprived of their ſervice ; and ſhould the merchant fur- 

#Hh'them with corittion_ nereſfaries, or the means of ſecuring 
Fuch-necefſaries, he not only fubjects himſelf to the loſs of the 
Gverplus ſo advanced, but Is the penalty of ten pounds, which 
the very man, to whom 'he Hus generouſly advanced this overplus, 
may ſue for and recover: That, by the Taid act, all fich and oil, 
"Which ſhall be -raken and made any perſon. or perſons who 
hall hite or employ Jearnen or fiſhermen, | is ſuhject and liable.in 
tlie firſt glace to the payment of the wages of every ſuch ſeaman 
-or fiſherman, hich provifion (in caſe of infolvency) .may ſub- 


be the other creditors of the inſolvent. to very: great loſs, while 


man Who my have dccaſioned this inſolvency, by their Neg- 
hgence or Hoh bene, can claim and receive the whole money 
ane them: „ 


That, you r petitioners ApPprshend, the 8 by the 
fal act on Ana and fiſhermen for wilful neglect of duty (being 
ollly a forfeiture of two days pay for every day ſuch, ſeaman or 
fiſherman Thall wilfully neglect or refuſe to work) affords impu- 

nity to offenders, inſtead of F reſtraining the idle and diſſolute; and 
8 leave to obſetve; that the abſence of a boat's. maſter for one 
probably - oceaſion the loſs of ten of fifteen pounds, 
ile the 5 recompence the owner can obtain under this act is 
no more than ſix ſhillings. r 
And your petitioners apprthend, that this 1 has 1 
duced effects very different from the intention of the legiſlature, 
and Has repeatedly proved prejudicial to the intereſt of individuals. 
That the ſaid os has'in' bo particulars been found inconve- 
nient; ; and your petitioners apprehend, that, unleſs the ſame be 


| {ade repealed 


„„ 
( 28 ) 


repedled or amended, the ſaid trade will, in the courſe of a very 
few years, be inevitably ruined, to the great loſs of individuals, 


| and detriment to the commercial inter t of Great Britain. ; 


wa 


Your petitioners humbly pray this hongieable houſs to 
take the premiſes 1 into connaer: 10n, and to rant them 


ſuch ale as in their f | great wiſdom tall ſeem 


Ty e 
: Gr ory Jackſon, | Jobs Bouden 
2 Tr Bully, Nicholas White, 
Ju. Niner, . Th Daniel Codrier,” | 


In. Farley, John Bulley, 
Robert Nickels, © Joſeph Boanſtan, 


Nicholas Mudge, John Bradford, 
John and James Goſs, Tho. Whitborn, 
= John Penſon, Thomas Lyde, 
Webber and Henlys, John Trowett, 
Henry B David Smectland. -- 
5 Cocking and Bulley, Harvey and Aſhfo 
 Luckews city WW Wm. Bartlett, 
5 Tho. Gotham;..-./ In. Follett, junior, 
Ja. Jac! Mon, In. Yowlden, 
Wm. Seudley, | Henry Bailey, 
Wm. Bailey, Oades Bailey, 
Robert Chorley, | Ifaac Follett, 
James Rich, James Stokes, 
Wm. Gibbs, Tho. Brand, 
Richard Chant, John Matthews, * 
Samuel Lan Wm. Membery, 
Peter Var Walter Squire, 
Henry S parke, Andrew Griffin. 


For Arch. French and Co. Dottin Channill. 
Wm. Graves, junior, &c. R. Hutchings, 


Robert Sparke, In. Rogers, ſen. and 
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